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Rupert Ravens Contemporary presents in Gallery 2, in the Williamsburg Window, video
works by Brooklyn artists Ethan Crenson & Amanda Alic, from Front Room Gallery.

Amanda Alic and Ethan Crenson, husband and wife since 2001, and artistic collaborators since
they met in 1993, have exhibited their individual artworks in New York and internationally for nearly
a decade.

Alic is known for her large-scale color photographs of familiar domestic and recreational spaces that
exude an aura of violence and desolation.Crenson is best known for his videos and installations
which re-dramatize an obscure science demonstration from the 1950s in which 1200 set mousetraps,
each with a single ping pong ball perched on top, demonstrate the principle of atomic fission.

For the current exhibition the couple will show several short
videos. The centerpiece of the exhibition is a short video loop
featuring dozens of commercial airplanes occupying the same
airspace in a delicate balletNnever colliding. The video was

. inspired by a pencil drawing by photographer Susannah Ray and
. required hours of careful layering and compositing. The video

. will be presented on a screen inside the gallery during business
hours and will be projected through the gallery's second floor
window for pedestrians outside at night.

Another video, untitled (people in trees), is a quiet, tranquil video that observes a snow covered
landscape devoid of all movement or life except for humans perched high in the barren trees. As
absurd as it is poetic the video recalls both the fiction of Italo Calvino and the parting segment of the
television program OSunday Morning with Charles OsgoodO.

Also included in this exhibition is a compilation of the couple's October 3rd videos. In these videos
Crenson and Alic attempt to test the equation comedy = tragedy + time. Returning from their
honeymoon, which had begun on September 11, 2001, the couple set out to test the resilience of the
sense-of-humor of a city under duress. They asked passers-by on 5th Avenue in Manhattan to tell a
joke on tape in the language of their choice. On the first October 3rd video the couple collected jokes
in six languages, including English. Since then they have returned to the same spot year after year on
October 3rd to expand the collection of international wit, which now includes jokes many languages.

For more information please contact RRC at 973.353.0110 or info@rupertravens.net



